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appropriate order will be issued. Con-
struction under the construction per-
mit or combined license will not be af-
fected by the granting of the petition 
unless the order is made immediately 
effective. Any change required by the 
Commission in response to the petition 
must meet the requirements of para-
graph (a)(1) of this section. 

(d) Variances. An applicant for a con-
struction permit, operating license, or 
combined license referencing an early 
site permit may include in its applica-
tion a request for a variance from one 
or more site characteristics, design pa-
rameters, or terms and conditions of 
the early site permit, or from the site 
safety analysis report. In determining 
whether to grant the variance, the 
Commission shall apply the same tech-
nically relevant criteria applicable to 
the application for the original or re-
newed early site permit. Once a con-
struction permit or combined license 
referencing an early site permit is 
issued, variances from the early site 
permit will not be granted for that con-
struction permit or combined license. 

(e) Early site permit amendment. The 
holder of an early site permit may not 
make changes to the early site permit, 
including the site safety analysis re-
port, without prior Commission ap-
proval. The request for a change to the 
early site permit must be in the form 
of an application for a license amend-
ment, and must meet the requirements 
of 10 CFR 50.90 and 50.92. 

(f) Information requests. Except for in-
formation requests seeking to verify 
compliance with the current licensing 
basis of the early site permit, informa-
tion requests to the holder of an early 
site permit must be evaluated before 
issuance to ensure that the burden to 
be imposed on respondents is justified 
in view of the potential safety signifi-
cance of the issue to be addressed in 
the requested information. Each eval-
uation performed by the NRC staff 
must be in accordance with 10 CFR 
50.54(f), and must be approved by the 
Executive Director for Operations or 
his or her designee before issuance of 
the request. 

Subpart B—Standard Design 
Certifications 

§ 52.41 Scope of subpart. 
(a) This subpart sets forth the re-

quirements and procedures applicable 
to Commission issuance of rules grant-
ing standard design certifications for 
nuclear power facilities separate from 
the filing of an application for a con-
struction permit or combined license 
for such a facility. 

(b)(1) Any person may seek a stand-
ard design certification for an essen-
tially complete nuclear power plant de-
sign which is an evolutionary change 
from light water reactor designs of 
plants which have been licensed and in 
commercial operation before April 18, 
1989. 

(2) Any person may also seek a stand-
ard design certification for a nuclear 
power plant design which differs sig-
nificantly from the light water reactor 
designs described in paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section or uses simplified, inher-
ent, passive, or other innovative means 
to accomplish its safety functions. 

§ 52.43 Relationship to other subparts. 
(a) This subpart applies to a person 

that requests a standard design certifi-
cation from the NRC separately from 
an application for a combined license 
filed under subpart C of this part for a 
nuclear power facility. An applicant for 
a combined license may reference a 
standard design certification. 

(b) Subpart E of this part governs the 
NRC staff review and approval of a 
final standard design. Subpart E may 
be used independently of the provisions 
in this subpart. 

(c) Subpart F of this part governs the 
issuance of licenses to manufacture nu-
clear power reactors to be installed and 
operated at sites not identified in the 
manufacturing license application. 
Subpart F may be used independently 
of the provisions in this subpart. How-
ever, an applicant for a manufacturing 
license under subpart F may reference 
a design certification. 

§ 52.45 Filing of applications. 
(a) An application for design certifi-

cation may be filed notwithstanding 
the fact that an application for a con-
struction permit, combined license, or 
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